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The Fourth Gospel (FG) contains a demonstrable, yet characteristically subtle theology of 
suffering. While NT scholars have provided treatments on the theme of suffering in the Synoptics, 
or elements of suffering in the FG, they have traditionally focused on the sufferings of Christ. Yet, 
in addition, the FG also features a motif of personal suffering as it relates specifically to those who 
follow Christ which has not been afforded comparable attention. Illustrating this lacuna is the 
recent survey on important Johannine scholars from the past two centuries edited by Stanley E. 
Porter and Ron C. Fay, The Gospel of John in Modern Interpretation MNTS (Grand Rapids: Kregel 
Academic, 2018), as the theme of Christians suffering does not appear in any of the scholarly 
works examined. This paper, therefore, seeks to fill this void by offering an initial proposal of a 
Johannine theology of Christian suffering. 

The purpose of the paper is to demonstrate that the FG features a subtle, yet significant 
theme that God has ordained Christians to suffer and that he has done so purposefully to glorify 
himself. Limited to a focused exegetical exploration of two exemplars of Christian suffering in the 
FG—the blind man in John 9 and Lazarus in John 11—the main argument advanced is that God 
purposely ordains suffering to be endured by believers, whether physical or mental anguish, as a 
catalyst for doxology. Drawing on historical, literary, and theological insights from John 9 and 11, 
a powerful theology of Christian suffering emerges from the FG that teaches an enduring lesson 
for both the Church and the Academy: God ordains personal suffering for Christians out of his 
love for them, to dramatically reveal his Son to them, and to strengthen their faith in him. 
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